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A mural being painted by Marshall University’s GHA program on the historic St. Cloud
Fire Station is pictured on Tuesday in Huntington.

Mural
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time, and I think coming
together to do it is a big deal.
It’s like, how can we involve
the community in conversa-
tion?”

The mural features odes to
Central City’s past, including
the Abbott Theater, as well
as images that represent its
present, such as an Open to
All sticker. Another feature
of the mural is the recreation
of old photographs showing
children watching a parade in
Central City; Gergely said this
represents the past while also
looking to the future.

“For the first week we were
in the community learning
about aesthetics, but also col-
lecting history, talking to the
folks that are in the commu-
nity about what they see as
the past, the present and the
future of Central City,” Gerge-
ly said. “And then we looked
at some archival photographs
and started to put those things
together. We sourced all of
this to put into one big mural
together, and our big theme
was the past, the present and
the future of Central City.
They wanted to incorporate
that but also keep a contempo-
rary feel to it and start to think
about the future.”

Gergely said students have
been working on the project

for the duration of GHA, a
three-week program taking
place at Marshall University.
As well as painting the mural,
students are creating short
documentaries detailing their
time spent on the project.
Gergely said student input
was important for the proj-
ect, and she considers herself
to be a teaching artist to the
students.

“We talked about how to
talk to officials, how to work
with a business owner,” she
said. “I taught them where to
get the paint. We projected
it one night and traced the
entire thing, so they under-
stood that whole process. We
talked about how to mix paint
and how to mix colors, and we
talked a lot about organization
of images and how to make
that happen, too.”

The theme of the class
taught by Gergely is com-
munity, art and revitalizing
Appalachia through public
artwork.

“We’re talking a lot about
revitalizing Appalachia. All
these students are from Appa-
lachia and they’re learning
how they can bring this to
their community,” she said.
“Hopefully I'm equipping
them with the skills that they
need, that they can take this
back to their community.”

GHA member Caleb Spry,
of Fort Gay, West Virginia,
said he plans to create amural
at home with Gergely’s help.

“I'm not sure what the
mural will be yet, but I want
to go back and ask if there’s
a space where I can do it
because there’s a lot of places
where it could be done,” Spry
said. “But (Gergely) said she’d
help me write the grants and
she would help me get the
money to get the paint.”

Spry said his favorite part
of the mural is the teamwork
aspect, and he’s excited to see
how it turns out, as it will be
completed Friday.

“For the mural to work in
such a big space, you have
to be able to think about the
composition, the space and
all the lines, how they work
together. It would be hard to
do it alone,” Spry said.

Spry said he hopes commu-
nity members “can remember
to see the past but also look
forward to the future” because
of the mural.

Gergely said students find
their place at GHA.

“I think for me, what’s great
is that these students want to
be here and that they find a
place here, where sometimes
they don’t always find a place
at their high schools,” Gerge-
ly said. “But I think the best
thing is it’s a positive expe-
rience for students, rising
seniors, in West Virginia, and
for me, these are like the cur-
rent leaders of our state at the
moment. And if they can bring
this energy back into their
communities, it’s a huge deal.”




